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PHILIP. iv. 6. 


BE ANXIOUS FOR NOTHING; BUT IN EVERY 
THING, BY PRAYER AND SUPPLICATION, 
WITH THANKSGIVING, LET YOUR REQUESTS 
BE MADE KNOWN UNTO GOD. 


Turk is none of St. Paul's epiſtles, which 
we read with ſuch pleaſure and ſatisfaction, as 
this which he ſent, during his impriſonment at 
Rome, to the chriſtians of Philippi, a city of 
Macedonia, : 


They were a people who had been brought 
out of the darkneſs of idolatry to the knowlege 
of the one only true God, and taught the way 
to eternal life, by his labours among them: 
for which they thought they could never enough 
teſtify their gratitude to him; and had now 
ſent a perſon, with preſents to him, for his ſup- 
-port under his confinement. 


He had at firſt gone amongſt them by an 
. eſpecial divine (At xvi. 9. 10.) direction; and 
| B 3 . ſome 
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ſome tokens of an extraordinary miraculous in- 
terpoſition concurred fo favour his preaching, 
and to convince many of the divine authority 
of Chriſt and his goſpel. For by an appeal 
to this authority, the apoſtle had cured and 
reſtored a young woman, who had a ſpirit of 
_ divination, (ver. 16.) as was given out; but 
who in reality was diſordered in her ſenſes, and 
whom her crafty keepers carried about for 
gain, pretending that ſhe was inſpired, and 
could tell things above human power to know. 
The profit of theſe men being at an end, by 
her being healed and brought to her right mind, 
in revenge they procured the apoſtle and his 
companion to be unlawfully impriſoned. They 
were however both of them delivered by the 
extraordinary power of God, that ſame night, 
burſting open the priſon-doors ;' and, this be- 
came the means of the affrighred qailor being 
brought to ſee, that theſe men were, what they 
had declared themſelves to be, the ſpecial  ſer- 
vants and meſſengers of the moſt high God; 
ſo that both he and his family, embraced the - 

goſpel. And we cannot doubt of theſe aſtoniſh=- - 
ing events affecting the minds of others, who 
would become acquainted with thera, and, put- 
ting them upon ſerious inquiry into them; which 
could not fail to iſſue in a conviction of the 


/ 
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truth of the goſpe], and in the open profeſſion 
of it, by ſome of them at leaſt, 


A church, or congregation of believers, 
being thus happily planted, and watered and 
cheriſhed, by the apoſtle's unwearied exertions 
whilſt with them, and his counſels by writing 
and meſſages after he had left them, the pure 
doctrine of Chriſt, and the virtues of the chriſ- 
tian life, ſeem to have flouriſhed greatly among 
theſe Philippians ; they continuing their reſpect 


and kindneſs for their firſt venerable teacher, 


and the apoſtle manifeſting a peculiar affection 
for them, which appears throughout this epiſtle. 
Far nothing gave him joy equal to that, of 
being inſtrumental in the bringing of men, 
from ignorance and vice, to the knowlege of 
God, and a holy and virtuous life. 885 


At the cloſe of his pille, the chief ſubjec 
of it being finiſhed, he proceeds, in his uſual 
way, to give them inſtructions for their moral 
and chriſtian conduct, ſuch as he Judged | ne- 
ceſſary for them, and ſuited to their caſe : but 
which are applicable, and uſeful to chriſtians i in 
ſimilar , at t all times. 


wi uſt 2 the 8 of the text, we ; 


| may 4 that he conſidered them as in a 
| | 1 ſtate 
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ſtate of perſecution, which was indeed then in 
general the condition of all ſincere followers of 
Chriſt; by his recommending moderation, or 
meekneſs of temper, which was peculiarly ſuited 
to ſuch a ſtate, and by ſubjoining, the Lord is 
at hand; which declaration may be conſidered 
as a motive to patience and perſeverance under 
the idea that there was one, who was above 
all, on whoſe ſupport they might rely; and 


who would ſoon vindicate them, and their 
cauſe. 


The words prefixed to my diſcourſe, which 
immediately follow, may be thus differently 
expreſſed In the mean while, whatever dif- 
ficulties and dangers you are brought into, be 
not over anxious, nor dejected at them: but 
in all ſeaſons, look up to God, and ſeek help 
of him, and a ſupply of all your wants, with 
due acknowlegement of his mercies in calling 
you to the knowlege of his truth, and to bear 
your teſtimony to it. And the peace of God, 
concludes he, ſhall keep your bearts and minds 
through Feſus Chriſt, i. e. through the goſpel: 
for Chriſt, or Chriſt Jeſus, here, as often elſe- 
where, is put for his goſpel : they would ex- 
perience all needful ſupport from God, .in ad- 
hering to it, whateyer they ſuffered from men, 


Tho 
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The ſubje& will lead me to treat of prayer; 
of ſome difficulties relating to it ; what are the 
things we are to aſk of God; how to expect 
our prayers. to be anſwered ; and in the con- 
cluſion I ſhall take occaſion to ſpeak of forms 
of prayer for public worſhip, of their defects 
and their remedy, with a view to a new edition 
bf Wen N 4 now > finiſhed for ule, 


2 


Th 2 All the, wiſe, and good, that have 
af Prayer. lived before us, who have ſearched 
into the works, of nature, and endeavoured to 
find out their origin; and every thing that we 
ourſelves, by the help of others? diſcoveries,” or 
our own, can ſee, learn, and conclude, from 
our own curious fabric, and from all the objects 
around us,” concur to teſtify and prove, that this 


fair world and goodly frame of things, ſo won- 


derfully fitted and contrived: for the well-being 
ol its various inhabitants, did not come into 
being of itſelf; but that there is a firſt cauſe of 
all things, itſelf without beginning; an intel - 
ligent, governing mind; a God of boundleſs 
power, wiſdom and goodneſs, who made all 
things, and takes care of all the things he has 
made, and deſires and intends their happineſs. 
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18) 
To be admitted into the proſence, as it were, 
of a Being ſo unſpeakably great, and glorious 


in all perfections, beyond our higheſt concep- 
tions; and allowed to pay our grateful homage 


and adorations to him, and at all times to pour 
out our hearts before him, under an aſſurancr uf 
his hearing and attending to our tequeſts, and 
beſtowing whatever we aſk that muy be go 
for us, is the peculiar privilege and dignity of 
our rational nature, our moſt pleaſing exerciſe 

and em ployment, and ſupport Ar all hours, and | 
under all the viclſntudes of life, Inſpiring us 
with continual joy," and tending 0 our hight 


ö n. + i 370 ni 2 
UNPrAyernent. * | | 
10 (299199, erh! 41-4 9:2 0 H õο 
mount blanc bun na 2 ng) Hl iο 


— But glory doubts wil at times wif 
# #. and force themſelves upon us, con- 
ctttiing the offering up of prayer to'this unſeen 
author of our beings. „ How know I (for 
N ex che ſecret aſpiratzons of my heart 

are pertceved by him, or that he heareth my 
voice ſpeaking to Him? Or, granting that 
nothing can eſcape his know lege, why trouble 
0 great a majeſty wich my petitions, when 1 
ray depend on his beſtowing whatever is for 
my good, without aſkeing, and: I cannot expect 
to | prevail on him to change his purpoſes, and 
to give me what I ſhould not have otherwiſe 
received ? 


(9: } 


received ?, would it not be more becoming, not 
to dictate to Infinite Wiſdom hy too familiar ad- 
dreſſes, but to wait, in humble ſilence, and in 
the diſcharge. of our duty, his ſupport. and. pro: 
tection? 
Lagogv1-cayz vo R.: En ei 31 en bo 
Fre reaſon, a ray {of gur Maker's intelli- 
gence within every one, holds forth its ehearing 
lamp to us, and leads us to diſcern, and firmly 
ko, conclude, that He who gave us our being, 
neceſſarily ſuſtains us in it; that without him 
we periſh, and fall back into our primitive 


nothing. We cannot even for a moment con- 


Aider him as ſeparate and removed from the things 


chat he has made. As he is therefore. thus 


continually. preſent to his creatures, he muſt 


be acquainted with every the minuteſt circum- 
ſtance relating to them, and privy to all their 


thoughts, awful. andre and of courſe 
n 0 DIR 7 
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a and dictate to us, and with à voice and 
plainneſs to be underſtood and felt by all, whoſe 


minds are in any degree; Cultivated; that as 


God every inſtant ſuſtains us in life, continuing 


to us the uſe of our faculties and powers to 


make vurſelves; happy, and ſhowers down his 


benefits upon us in ſuch prefuſion, we cnight - 
114 | to 
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to pay him our daily acknowlegments. Kind- 
neſs and favours received ſurely demand grateful 


acknowlegment, where our benefactor is known. 
No demonſtration can be more concluſive. / 


And as it is natural, and every . 
mind inſtantly acquieſces i in'it, as moſt juſt and 
right, thus to give thanks for, ſo does it be. 
come us alſo to intreat the continuance of our 
Almighty benefactor's favourable regards, on 
which our exiſtence and happineſs depend 
eſpecially are we almoſt involuntarily put upon 
it, at the cloſe of each day, when in ſleep we 
ſor a time loſe our being, and become quite 
unable to take care of ourſelves, to ſupplicate 
his watchful care, who neither umberetb nor 


There are alſo ſeaſbns of calamity and diſtreſs, 
chen all human reſources fail, and we are driven 
by an irreſiſtible impulſe, to fly to the parent 
power that brought us into life, 8 
e e W 8 
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et we Sat Wilt our 1 0 | 
Father, in the great plan of his providence, 
hath made a ſuitable proviſion to anſwer this 
application of his children to him for aſſiſtance, 
| 822 they find themſelves: thus conſtrained to, 


and 


1.4 

and to be bound upon them as their duty, 
agreeing alſo with the near and honourable re- 
lation they bear to him; ſo as to grant them, 
upon tfieir deſire, thoſe things that may be 
good for them: and that he will regard, with a 
very different eye, thoſe of his rational off- 
ſpring, who careful to obey his will as far as 
they know it, with heartfelt gratitude expreſs 
before him their ſenſe of his goodneſs, and of 
their dependence upon him, and humbly ſeek 
his protection; and thoſe who never turn their 
thoughts, and are wholly inſenſible of their 
obligations to him, 


Theſe truths and juſt ſentiments however, 
which we, my brethren, ſee ſo clearly, and are 
ſo ſtrongly, impreſſed with, are ſuch as unaſſiſted 
reaſon rarely arrived at. And when we con- 
ſider, how uncultivated the underſtandings of 
the far greater part are, and unpractiſed in theſe 
high ſpeculations concerning either themſelves 
or the gracious power who gave them being ; 
and moreover that theſe arguments, however 
| forcible, will not ſatisfy, and bear us up, at all 
hours, and in all the varieties of this chequered 
uncertain life, when the diſturbed ſtate of human 
affairs, the proſperity and prevalence of evil 
men,' and depreſſion of the good, will ſome- 


times make us doubt our own ſtrongeſt con- 


cluſions, 
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cluſions, that a God of perfect wiſdom and 
goodneſs governs the world ; we ſhall regard it 
as an unſpeakable advantage and felicity, to 
have that information and aſſurance, which has 
been given us by expreſs revelation from above, 
from the eternal God and father of the univerſe ; 
that although he hath bis dwelling ſo high, yet 
be bumbleth himſelf to behold the things that are 
in heaven and earth: that he i is about our path, 
and about our bed, and ſpieth out all our WAYS 3 
that he is a God hearing prayer, encouraging 
and inviting all his . of mankind to 
come unto him. 


n This he hath taught us by holy 
aft of Cod. men, extraordinarily favoured by him, 
whom he commiſſioned to reveal his will and 
deſigns; but chiefly and above all, by our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, his laſt meſſenger to mankind. In 
the oracles of divine wiſdom, the words of 
theſe ſervants of God, which have been faith- 
fully recorded and handed down to us, we are 
inſtructed to look upon every thing as coming 
from God, and diſpenſed by him, and that 
therefore he is to be applied to for every thing ; 
for regulating our imvard 3 as "a 
as for een bleflngs, __— 
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In the ſolemn. and ſublime ſervice at the 
dedication of the temple by Solomon, we ob- 
ſerve, that together with petitions for ſegſonable 
rains, for victory over enemies, for deliverance out 
of captivity, the Iſraelites are inſtructed to ſup- 
plicate the Jord their God to be with them as he 
was with their fathers, not fo leave them, nor for- 
ſake them; that he would incline their bearts 
unto him to walk in all his ways, and to * Bis 
commandments, 1 Kings viii. 


The like is the language of - their pſalms and 
facred . 


Out Serien Chad, in his adtainable /prayer 


for the uſe of his followers, recommends to 
them to aſk: for what may be neceſſary for the 
| fupport of the preſent life, but chiefly to pray 


for pious diſpoſitions, and a zeal to promote the 


goſpel; and to fulfill the divine will. 


In the epiſtles that remain of his apoſtles, we 
are highly edified with the manner in which 
they appear to have lived, under a continual 
ſenſe of the preſence of God, and in the offer- 
ing up of frequent prayer to him, for themſelves 
and for others; for temporal things, but chiefly 
for what tended to promote the ſucceſs of the 

goſpel, and the virtue and happineſs of the 
world. 
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In ſhort, the ſacred oracles uniformly teach 
us, to regard our good diſpoſitions, and virtuous 
actions, no leſs than temporal bleſſings, as the 

gift of God; and injoin and enforce prayer in 
ſuch ſort, as to lead us to conſider it, as a means 
of divine appointment, to obtain theſe things ; 
to purify our minds from ſinful paſſions and 
defires, and to bring relief under poverty, ſick- 
neſs, pain, and the various ills of this our 
mortal ſtate. 


Authorized then and injoined by the Al- 
mighty Being himſelf, thus to pray to, and to 
expect the things that we implore of him, 

ſo far as in his ſupreme wiſdom he may think 
them fit for us; it is of great conſequence that 
we form right ſentiments concerning the way in 
which our Maker grants our requeſts ; that we 
may not on the one hand, be miſled by vain 
and groundleſs expectations of ſenſible. com- 
munications from the Deity; or fall into de- 
ſpondency, and irreligion, on finding, that our 
prayers do not produce the n we looked 
for 9 them. 


gie: To throw what light we can 


. be anſwered. ' upon a ſubject unavoidably in- 


volved in ſome * nenn 
that 
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that as all things originate from, and are or- 
dained by God, their almighty and wiſe author, 
to ſerve his benevolent purpoſes, and every 
change in the natural and moral world is 
brought about according to general laws, eſtab- 
liſhed by him, and under his direction, every 
thing may be juſtly ſaid, on this account, to 
be the work of God, and to be done by him. 


This, which reaſon teaches the pious in- 
quirer into the works of nature, is alſo the 
language of divine revelation, It is God who 
giveth meat to all creatures. He caufſeth the 
herb to grow for the uſe of man. He giveth medicine 
to heal their fickneſs. He feedeth the young ravens 
that call upon bim. He alſo faſhioneth the hearts 
of men. He maketh them clean bearts, and 
reneweth a right ſpirit within them. 


Not that. theſe effects are produced in the 
world of nature, or upon the minds of men, by 
the immediate hand of God, but by the uſe and 
help of means, and inſtruments, provided by, 
and acting under him, W N and 
ſettled by him. 


As then, (to apply theſe remarks in the - 
preſent caſe) in aſking our daily bread, which 
our Saviour injoins us to do, we are not to look 
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for it being ſent down to us from heaven, as 


| was the manna to the Iſraelites in the wilderneſs ; 


but to obtain it by the bleſſing of God upon our 
own exertions and induſtry, and by the air and 


elements being diſpoſed by him fo as to produce 


favourable ſeaſons, and a plentiful harveſt: 


So when we pray to God, to give us his 
grace, and affiſtance to do his will, to put good 


deſires into our hearts, and indue us with right 


diſpoſitions, we are not to reckon upon theſe 
changes to be wrought in our minds and 
tempers all at once, by the immediate act of 
God, but by degrees, through our own watch- 
ſul care and diligence to cultivate and cheriſh 
good thoughts, to keep out of the way of 


dangerous temptations, to attend to the motives 


of the goſpel, the love and fear of God, and 
the hope of his favour for ever; ſtill looking 
up to, and depending upon him, ever preſent and 
attentive; to bleſs the means of his own appoint- 
ment, for the making of us ſuch as he would 
have us ta be; that as, he knows the various 
oppoſite inſſuenees we are under, he waiſt give 


us wiſdom and fortitude to reſiſt the evil, and 


follow that which leads to good, and make all 
events e PINES jt og REC 
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Theſe means of virtue and holineſs, and of 
approving ourſelves to him, are furniſhed by 
our Maker, in the ordinary courſe of his pro- 
vidence, but are no leſs his gift, and to be con- 
ſidered as deſigned by him to make us virtuous 
and good, as much as if by an extraordinary 
voice from heaven he ſhould call out to us, as 
our Lord did to Saul, in his journey to Da- 
maſcus, and ſtop us in our ſinful career. 8 


In this way, in the uſe of their own en- 
deavours to obtain the things they aſked for, 
with their hands to their work, and their eyes 
lifted up to heaven, the wiſe and good in all 
ages, where the true God has been known, have 
experienced the benefit and ſucceſs of their 
application and prayers to him, in an eſcape 
from temporal evils, or the mitigation of them, 
or ſupport under them; and by deliverance 
from the greateſt evil of all, their own ſinful 
paſſions, and men and ſelfiſh deſires. 


Pre 15 How SIM and dignified in this 
tinftionef view of our near relation to, and 
+ gra intercourſe with the almighty parent 
«cv! of all things, does the human ſpecies 
appear! However low my rank in the order 
of rational beings ; and although ſo lately formed 
out of duft of the earth, I belong to the Father 
C of 


1 
of ſpirits, and infinite ſource of all goodneſs ; 
and of all his works here below, I alone am 
capable of recognizing him, and his favours ;” 
may each of you ſay. He is ever with me. 
I am every moment upheld in life by him. 
Every thing within and around me, every thing 
that befalls me, ſhews and tells me, that this 
benevolent creator deſires my true and moſt 
laſting happineſs ; and he has himſelf expreſsly 
declared it. And, for this end, he encourages, 
he commands me, often in the day to preſent 
to him the offering of a grateful heart for all 
his benefits, for my good, becauſe I am there- 
by made better, and more worthy of them; 
and alſo to make known to him my wants and 
deſires, that I may obtain all needful relief; 
but eſpecially to apply to him for deliverance 
from all ſinful defects, and to give me ſucceſs 
in every worthy purfuit,” that I may be ap- 
proved by him in the end, and be fitted for an 
immortal exiſtence. * 


But if I give way to evil paſſions, to in- 
jurious actions towards my fellow creatures, 


or ſtrive to draw them from the paths of truth 


and innocence; and do not on the contrary 
labour to make them good and happy, in 
proportion to the lights and means afforded 
to me, | loſe my intended rank and ſtation 
* | in 
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in the heavenly world. Stained with ſuch 
moral deformity and defilements, I cannot look 
up to a holy God with acceptance, but am ne- 
ceſſarily cut off and excluded from his preſence, 
till by deep compunction of ſpirit for paſt viola- 
tions of his righteous laws, and watchful care 
- againſt temptation for the time to come, I ſeek. 
to regain his favourable regards and become. 
wholly changed in the temper of my mind. 


2 L ah will not permit to point out various 
other important reflections ariſing from the fore- 
going account of prayer ; but they will eaſily 
ſuggeſt themſelves to your own private thoughts. 
I haſten to lay before you ſome things concerning 
forms of prayer for public , worſhip, and thar 
form in particular, which is uſed in this chapel. . 


1) 


175 Fronts The duty of che public worſhip of 
e of Almighty. God, has the ſame found- 
God, and 9 
— dey 6 in ation with our private prayers and 
dad 2 2 thankſgivings to him, being equally 
taught us by the light of nature, and by revela- 
don. And the aſſembling of ourſelves for this 
lacred employment, one day in ſeven, although 
perhaps not directly obligatory on any people, 
but the Iſraelites, and their deſcendants, does 
| nevertheleſs come recommended to us by the 


0 2 practice 
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practice of the apoſtles, and firſt chriſtians ; 
and allo by the deference which we owe to a 
divine inſtitution; that as we acknowlege our 
Maker is to be publicly worſhiped by us, 
we are perſuaded and agreed, that we cannot 
make choice of a more ſuitable interval of time, 
on Which to aſſemble for this end, than that of 
every returning ſeventh day, which was of his 
own appointment. | 12 


In former times, in our on | 
have been warm - conteſts, concerning the uſe 
of free prayer, as it is called, in oppoſition to 
pee en, 1 eee gere 

e 21509 he QI 7%. 
The latter meme which dis prefer, en 
condemning perſons of a different ſentiment, 
ſeems to be growing into eſtimation with thoſe 
who diſſent from the eſtabliſhed church ; and 
ſome among them have adopted this our re- 
formed-liturgy ; a circumſtance, which may have 


a happy 8 in _y bes woe 
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Candace jection; and inconvenience, belong 
: ing to ſet forms of Prayer, viz; 
Fs Sch as were drawn up in one age; through 
greater improvements made by the ſtudy f 
the facred writings, . 2 e 
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opinions in the worſhipers, may become, in 2 
courſe of years, wrong and improper to be uſed; 
and things of this nature once eſtabliſhed, being 
too apt on that very account to be held ſacred, 
and by no means to be changed, ſerious think- 
ing perſons are thereby often brought under 
great difficulties, unwilling to quit the chriſtian 
ſociety to. which they have always belonged, 
and yet not able with a quiet mind and fatis- 
fied conſcience, to continue to join in the uſe 
of prayer and religious addreſſes, which they 
condemn. 


The proper remedy woos be, 8 to 
reviſe public devotional forms of human inſtitu- 
tion, and to correct, and bring them nearer to 
the ſcripture- model, according to the lights men 
enjoy. 


Such a reviſal, and fmt of the Ls, 
was repeatedly called for, in our own country, 
in the laſt century, and alſo more recently, by 
perſons who had unwillingly quitted the church 
ALS, and by many * its own members. 


Mies dne of the Cre 0 King 
William, eccleſiaſtical commiſſioners were ap- 
pointed for this purpoſe, and ſome progreſs 


Was made, but it came to nothing : and . ; 
C3 
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Mr. Clarke, who gave it to the Britiſh Muſeum, 
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it is not much to. be regretted, as they either 
did not fee any cauſe for, or did not intend to 


make, any alterations in the great grievance of 
all, the object of religious worſhip. 


TORS This was ſeen, and felt by that 


Ain 22 «rv moſt learned man and fincere chriſ- 


Tg, and tian, Dr. Clarke, Rector of St. 


 hedference James's in the city of Weſtminſter, 


_—_ and and prompted him to make amend- 
church of ments in the book of common prayer, 
Letland. in this one reſpect moſt particularly, 

by leaving out all the prayers, and addreſſes to 

Jeſus Chriſt, and the Holy Ghoſt, (or Holy 


Spirit) and retaining thoſe only which are di- 


rected to the one only true God, and Father of 


All. And it is probable, that if the life of that 


excellent perſon had been longer lent to the 


world, he would have himſelf publiſhed thoſe 
amendments, and have made ſome attempt to 
procure their adoption, and admiſſion into the 
public ſervice of the church.” But being taken 


off prematurely, in the vigour of his faculties 


and judgment, by a fever, this work of many 


years attention, fell into the hands of his 


where it is now repoſited and preſerved. 


We 


e 

WMWe who belong to this chriſtian ſociety, have 
adopted Dr. Clarke's (a) amendments of the 
Book of Common prayer, thoſe eſpecially which 
relate to the great point of the one ſole object 
of religious worſhip; being perſuaded that therein 
we follow the example, and precepts of. Chrift 
Jeſus our Lord; who, himſelf conſtantly prayed 
to the Father, and directed his followers to pray 
to him, and to no other. | 


Some alterations, and improvements in other 
reſpects, additional to thoſe of Dr. Clarke, 
have been made in the different editions of our 
y (Orem: Liturgy, which have met with your 

C4 approbaton. 


In « Converſations on Chriſtian Idolatry,” p. 131, 132: 
a tract publiſhed the laſt year, which was put into your hands 
at the time, and which I ſhould be glad to preſent to any one 
of you who may not have received it, you will perceive, that 
it is very probable that this our form of public worſhip was ap- 
proved by King George II. certainly by his conſort Queen 
Caroline; that Dr. Herring, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, gave 
it the fulleſt and higheſt commendations in a letter to the 
. amiable and excellent Dr. Jortin, and that it alſo received 
very ſignal tokens of approbation from a learned and venerable 
2 lately deceaſed, the intimate friend of Dr. Jortin. 

, And I cannot ſuffer myſelf to doubt, that whenever the 

ple of Great Britain, ſhall calmly weigh the reaſons offered 
in the abovementioned, and various other tracts, they will be 
earneſt to obtain ſuch an important alteration in their public 
form of prayer, ſo eaſily accompliſhed ; a circumſtance moſt 
fervently wiſhed for by many of the clergy of the Church of 
England, a ſcore of years ago, when I ceaſed to be one of 
them, and now much longed for by many of its lay members. 
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approbation, And another edition haying been 
called for, and printed off, and now ready tg 
be uſed, I have no doubt of the few alterations 
that have been judged neceſſary to be made, 
being equally approved by you. 


There are however two things omitted, 
Which you will note in this new edition; of 
- which ] * to lay the particular reaſons before 
you. 


The ard omiſſion is that of the creed. Con- 
cerning which I would obſerve to you, that I 
had thought of leaving it out, when our wor- 
ſhip firſt began in this place; but it was re- 
tained at the ſuggeſtion of judicious friends, 
leſt without further examination or inquiry, we 
ſhould, on that account, be repreſented, and 
believed to be a ſociety of mere deiſts; and 
other chriſtians be deterred from uniting with 
Us. . | . 


But 1 Ferbade myſelf char it has been long 
ſeen that there are no, ene .for ſuch an im- 


Some-of the many. TELE for not d. 
nuing this creed, De e optrtp 
L following ; = | 


( 
1. It was not written by the apoſtles, al- 
chough it goes under their name; and there- 
fore is of no authority. 


2. It is very wrong, and ds. to 
put perſons upon making; a declaration. of 
their faith in aſſemblies for chriſtian worſhip. 
It is a ſufficient bond of union that they agree 
to join in the worſhip, upon conviction of the 
rightneſs of it. | 


3. No man, or number of men together, 
have any authority to make a creed for others, 
i. e. to dictate to them, what they are to believe 
in order to obtain the favour of God. Every 
one is to do this for himſelf, after due examina» 
tion into what Almighty God has revealed. 


4. The impoſition of creeds in all ages, has 
been the cauſe of great miſchief and diſſenſion, 
and a conſtant ſnare to honeſt minds who are 
tied down to them, ſince all perſons can never 
be expected intirely to agree in their opini 
concerning doubtful points in religion; or, if 
they ger to day, may differ to morrow. 


The other omiſſion is, in the beginning of 
the Litany, where the three invocations are 
__ 1 could name ſome eminent 
2:40 TOR 
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characters, members of this congregation; and 
others of high eſtimation for learning, judgment, 
and piety, in the eſtabliſhed church, ſome of 
them my friends, favourers of Dr. Clarke's 
Liturgy, who have always eſteemed it a great 


overſight and blemiſh therein, that when that 
celebrated perſon rejected the Trinity from the 


Litany, he ſhould ſo far accommodate him- 
ſelf to the doctrine he exploded as to re- 
tain three different invocations in form, which 
carry to common heedleſs perſons a ſort of ap- 
pearance of a Trinity. 


Perfection in any thing that is of man, is 
not to be expected, nor will any form of wor- 


ſniping the Divine Being, ever be compleat. 


But our improvements therein ſhould keep pace 
with our increaſing knowlege of God, and of 
the diſcoveries which he has made of himſelf. 


A neglect of this ſtops all progrels, and _ 


errors IAA 


It has been my peculiar felicity, to have 
united together, and to ſerve, a congregation, 
whoſe liberality of mind, and defire of improve- 
ment, has led them readily and freely to adopt 


ſuch alterations of our form of worſhip; as it 
has appeared neceſſary to make, upon farther 
information, on ſcriptural grounds. And it is 


One 


1 | 
one of the happy effects of a perfe& freedom of 
judging and acting, which both people and 
miniſters connected as we are aſſume, as equal 
diſciples of Chriſt, our common Maſter; being 
the only likely way of bringing men to an 
union and agreement in all important truths. 


Let all of us however, in the concluſion, re- 
member and carry away with us, this one 
leſſon, on this head: viz; not to think the 
better of ourſelves, or the worſe of others, 
merely on account of our different modes of 
worſhip. We only do our duty in honeftly 
following our light, and the convictions. of our 
own minds: They follow theirs. And he only 


will be approved at the laſt, 'whoſe life alſo is 
pure and reformed. 


HYMN AFTER THE SERMON. 
: I. | ' 
High in the heayens, eternal God, 
Thy goodneſs in full glory ſhines ; 
Thy truth ſhall break thro? every cloud, 
Which veils and auer thy deſigns. | 
II, 8 
For ever firm thy juſtice ds. 
As mountains their foundations keeps. 2 
Wiſe are the wonders of thy hands, 
Thy judgments are a mighty how. 
"a Thy 
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III. 
Thy providence is kind and large; 
Both man and beaſt thy bounty ſhare; 
The whole creation is thy charge; 
The good are thy peculiar care. 
6007 
O God, how excellent thy grace, 
Whence all our hope and comfort ſprings; 


The ſons of Adam in diſtreſs, 
Fly to the ſhadow of thy wings. 


PRAYER. 


O GOD, who art over all bleſſed for ever ; the 
happy and only potentate, king of kings, and lord 


of lords; who only haſt immortality ; dwelling in 
: the light which no man can approach unto ; whow 
no one bath ſeen, nor can ſee! © 


We | deſire now particularly to adore thy 
wiſdom and power divine: that whilſt we with 
difficulty can attend to one thing before us, 
Thou doſt at once, and with one glance, ſurvey 
and behold all things, and takeſt care of the in- 
tereſts and concerns of each of thy creatures, 
overlooking none, in this and in innumerable 
worlds: and eſpecially knoveſt the thoughts, 
and heareſt, and anſwereſt the prayers of thy 


children of the human race, whom Thou haſt 
invited ares dme, unto A 


#4 


Ag wy * - 


* 


* 


" 3 % 
* [4% 4 
- 


( 29 ) 


- Help us to raiſe our minds unto Thee : that 
although we cannot ſee Thee as Thou art, we 
may diſcern ſo much of Thee and thy perfect 
goodneſs, in thy holy word, and works around 
us, as may encourage us to preſent ourſelves 
before Thee with humble confidence and joy. 


And fill our hearts with the deepeſt ſenſe of 
the honour, advantage, and happineſs of being 
admitted, at all times, thus to converſe with 
and addreſs ourſelves unto Thee, our God; 
that we may not do any thing to unqualify us 
for it: for that nothing impure, or ſinful can 

approach Thee, wich pee | bs 


If by thy blefing, and the care of pious 
parents, thy gift unto us, never enough to be 
acknowleged, we have known Thee early, 
and taſted thy goodneſs, but by mixing too 
much with the world, and joining in its ways, 


0 


have neglected and loſt all due ſenſe and deſire 


of this devout intercourſe with Thee; aid us 


- 


ſpeedily. to redeem paſt advantages, leſt our 


minds become hardened e the Sun, 
. 


wy "lie awaken, and call all thoſe to pet 
who through "the criminal neglect of others in 
their tender age, and by their own indulgence 
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to evil paſſions, and contrafted blindneſs, 
are ignorant of Thee, the light of life, 
and ſtrangers to the bleſſed and purifying in- 
fluences of an habitual application of the mind 
to Thee, in prayer, and praiſe ; that they may 
not go out of the world without this defire 
and preference of Thee and thy Jaws, thus 
beſt oultivated, and on which their happineſs 
for ever muſt depend. | 


Finally, O heavenly Father, from whom we 
all lately came, and to whom we are all ſoon 
to return, to be by Thee diſpoſed of, as we 
ſhall have demeaned ourſelves faithfully and 
uprightly in this our probationary ſtate ; 
© In the  foretaſte and earneſt of that ſtill better 
ſtate hereafter, which Thou giveſt us to enjoy 
in theſe our approaches unto Thee here below ; 
let us gladly leave wealth, and fame, and the 
* grandeurs of this preſent fleeting ſcene to others; 
happy in thy favour, and in the proſpect, and 
purſuit of that perfe& felicity, which ariſes 
from virtue and thy approbation, and which will 
be the portion of thy faithful ſervants through 
endleſs ages, according to thine undeſerved mercy 
and promiſe to us by Chriſt our Lord: 
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